MURRAY BASIN RAIL PROJECT 

Extracts from two interviews in April 2026 with the ABC including Ouyen Inc’s Deane Munro and VFF President, Brett Hosking;

1. Dean Munro – Ouyen Inc member on 7.4.26; when asked if one train a day could run on the Mildura Line, rather than the current 3 trains a week; he responded;.
0. … if that Ballarat-Mildura line does get reinstated, we can achieve that no worries at all.   And that is the key to rail freight.
0. I mean, you can't have a set of trains that you only take out three times a week. You need to be running them every single day to make it efficient.  
0. And especially now that we've got thousands of trucks on the road carting all this intermodal freight that should be going by rail, it's just vitally important that the state government puts some money in with the federal government and we actually get this project finished.
0. For the cost of one level crossing removal out of the 124 that was done in the city, this project could have been 100% finished seven years ago and we could be looking at one of the most efficient ways of shifting freight from Sunraysia and the whole district into port.  

1. Brett Hosking – President VFF on 10.4.26; when asked: If he were to win pre-selection, would he be working on the party room to commit to completing the Murray Basin Rail Project if the coalition came to power?
1. it's a really clear yes, Angus.
1. This was a project that I remember standing and hearing from then newly elected Premier, a guy called Dan Andrews, who made a commitment to completing this project in his first term of government. I feel like he might have broken that promise, and I feel like every Victorian has paid the price for that
1. As you know, in that period of time from 2015 until now, 11 years, we've seen probably close to 5 million tonnes of, conservatively, of extra grain travel across that inch of bitumen that sits on all our region and rural roads and then we complain about the condition of our roads and it's no wonder, had they just made that investment, had they kept their promise, we would have got that grain off the roads, onto rail, we would have seen our roads in better condition, we would have seen safer roads and we would have seen more efficient movement of grain
1. And, you know, when we talk about emissions, they're the ways that we improve our emissions in this state. You know, they're the really low-hanging fruit. So that's where we need to be investing.
1. It was a no-brainer. It would have taken roughly 10 metres worth of Melbourne Metro tunnel costs to have done that line completely and they broke that promise and walked away.

