INFORMATION SHEET # B05
GOV’T LETTER – 8TH JULY 2020:
SUNRAYSIA MALLEE PORT LINK TO BE
REVIEWED IN 5 TO 10 YEARS TIME

A community initiated project for the betterment
of all in North West Victoria and beyond

Letter from the Department of Transport (DoT) 8th July 2020: will review in 5 to 10 years time
We wish to bring to your attention that we received the letter below from the Victorian Department of Transport
(DoT), dated 8th July 2020. In particular, we wish to draw your attention to their advice that the Sunraysia Mallee Port
Link (formerly known as Ouyen Intermodal) will be considered in the medium to long term. We assume that this would
mean anywhere the next 5 to 10 years. Our understanding, at the time of this letter is that the Federal and Victorian
Governments are still in discussion regarding the completion of the Murray Basin Rail Project and we therefore hope
that the letter from the DoT is somewhat premature. In December 2017, two rail sidings were removed from Ouyen,
as part of the MBRP works, without any consultation and a contravention to its business case. This needs to be fully
rectified in the next steps of the MBRP.
Two rail sidings were removed
at Ouyen, without consultation,
in Dec 2017 as part of the
Murray Basin Rail Project.
With the catchment region
expected to generate more than
1 million tonne of intermodal
freight by 2023 and 80% of it
going on road, why does Gov’t
continue to not support the
Sunraysia Mallee Port Link
(formerly Ouyen Intermodal)
project, but instead open up the
Calder & Henty Highways to
HPFV and road trains?
Despite the DoT holding a
stakeholder meeting, with only
5 day’s notice, at Ouyen in
March 2018, and finding that
the level of support for an
intermodal exceeded all
expectations, why has the
Government done nothing since
and now looking to take a
further 5 to 10 years?
Why does Government continue
to not support the Sunraysia
Mallee Port Link when the Port
of Melbourne recently spent
millions buying rail lines, at the
port precinct, from ACFS and
Qube who lease them back
from 1 June 2020 at a zero
rate, solely for the purpose of
enabling and encouraging
containers to be delivered to
port on trains (especially
regional trains) without
incurring hefty access charges,
and to make it the same as
trucks who don’t pay a port
access charge.

